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Commander

Hello Fellow Post Members: | trust you’re all having a great winter and that 2020 has been a
good year for you so far. | believe 2020 will prove to be a great year for our Post. Tony Brooks and
Joe Bill have been leading the beautification efforts of our post. Please stop in and see what’s been
done. Things are looking brighter in the Post and there seems to be more energy. | hope some of
you that haven’t been able to make it to the Post in a while get a chance to come down and check it
out. You will not be disappointed. The walls are freshly painted and the floors are waxed.

Our next big project will be the construction of the memorial wall to honor the 260 Pulaski
County citizens who have given their lives for us in battle since WWI to Present Wars. For those that
may not have had the opportunity, there is still time to donate to this important project. Please see our
Adjutant, Roy Messenger or Finance Officer Tony Brooks with your donations.

Please continue to review our website and make recommendations for improvements to it. We
want the website to be useful and need your help to ensure itis. As a reminder, if you want to review
past newsletters, they are included on the website. If you know other Veterans in the community,
please let them know of the site and ask them to look at it so they can see what the American Legion
stands for and what we do for our community. There is also information on the site about joining the
Legion and our Post. The website address is http://www.legion38ky.org.

Last week, American Legion Post 38, was awarded the “Civic Organization of the Year” for
2019. It was a great turnout at the event sponsored by the Pulaski County Chamber of Commerce.
Over 800 people attended this year’s banquet. It was one of the largest in the history of the Chamber
of Commerce. Those representing our Post at the banquet and accepting the award included: Tony
Brooks (Post Finance Officer), Charolette Brooks (Post Ladies Axillary President), Wally Wallace
(Post Sons Commander), Roy Messenger (Post Adjutant), Clarence Floyd (Post Chaplain), Juanita
Tucker (Post Centennial Celebration Coordinator), Dean Collins (Post Honor Guard Member), Donnie
Glover (Post Board of Directors Member), and Kevin Sloan (Post Sons Member). On behalf of the
Post, | thank all of these members for attending and representing us.

Since we haven’t had any meetings these last couple months, I've been able to do a lot of
reading about Veteran issues and want to share some of the topics and website information so you
can review them if you’re interested. | tried to pick the most pertinent topics and hope some of this
information is useful for you. Here they are:



http://www.legion38ky.org/

* Big changes for the VA home loan program are promised for 2020 (like... Effective loan limits going
away for some). Again, you can read all about it online, just go to https://tinyurl.com/tmf2xuk.
* Blue Water Navy disability claim decisions are scheduled to be decided beginning Jan 1st. Those
who served in the offshore waters of the RVN between Jan 9, 1962 and May 7, 1975 are all
considered Blue Water Navy (BWN) Veterans. Learn more online at
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5376 and also at https://tinyurl.com/BVN-
Veterans.
* Disabled Veterans are eligible for free National Park Service Lifetime Access Pass. Learn all about it
online at this address - https://tinyurl.com/National-Park-Access.
* New direct deposit options for Veterans and beneficiaries (https://tinyurl.com/Direct-Deposit-
Options).
» The VA patient statement portal allows Veterans digital access (https://tinyurl.com/Statement-Portal)
by way of the Access VA (https://access.va.gov/accessva/?cspSelectFor=vbs.) web site.
» New direct deposit options started Dec 20th
(https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5378).
» The VA Board of Veterans' Appeals and Office of Information and Technology are working towards
nationwide availability of virtual hearings for Veterans next year, allowing mobile phone or laptop
access via the VA Video Connect app (https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5372).
* The VA has submitted to Congress a waiver request for a pilot program to improve access to dental
care for Veterans (https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5377).
* New VA “Solid Start Program” to contact separating veterans three times during their first year of
transition with the initial contact within the first 90 days (https://tinyurl.com/New-Benéefit).
* Diabetes is not easy. The Cleveland VA Medical Center says 25% of Veterans receiving care suffer
with it (https://tinyurl.com/VA-and-Diabetes).
* VA new self-service disability claim tutorials can be found online here: https://tinyurl.com/Disability-
Claims.
* Veterans need Heath ID card to access bases for commissary/BX/MWR privileges
(https://tinyurl.com/base-privilages).
KOs for Warriors provides service dogs for Post-9/11 Veterans suffering from PTSD, traumatic brain
injury and/or military sexual trauma related to their service (https://tinyurl.com/k9s-for-warriors).
* As of December 16th, 2019 Enzalutamide was approved by the FDA for use in patients with
metastatic castration sensitive prostate cancer (https://tinyurl.com/new-drug-for-pca).

| hope you enjoy February and can start attending some of our meetings again when they start
up in March. I'm looking forward to seeing you. Respectfully, Mike Bouchard, Post Commander

2"? Vice Commander
We will have a Valentine’s Dinner on February 15 at 5:30 p.m. We will serve beef tips and all
the trimmings and great deserts will be furnished by the public defender’s office. So grab your
spouse, significant other and/or friend and come down to the Post for a great meal and fellowship.
Cost to eat is only $5 per person. Hope to see you all at this event. Joe Bill, 2" Vice Commander

Adjutant

It's looking a lot cleaner around the post. Tony and Joe Bill with the help from some special
friends have painted waxed the floors, cleaned the post looking bright. Please come by the office to



pay your dues or if you have any questions. Office hours are M, Tu, Th, and Fr. 10:00 a.m. until 2:00
p.m. Call prior to dropping by in case the office is closed for a funeral. Roy Messenger, Adjutant
606-678-9808

Auxiliary

With winter about %2 over, it'’s time to start thinking about elections for Auxiliary officers for the
upcoming year. March is our first meeting and the first round of nominations of officers. It has been
my honor and privilege to serve as your Auxiliary President for many years. However, | feel the time
has come that | should decline the position of President. | truly hope that | have made a difference in
helping our Veterans and Community. Post 38’s Auxiliary is a great organization and will certainly go
forward with a new president and officers. | will always remain an involved member and help in any
way | can. Thank you for allowing me to serve. Next meeting will be March 9, 2020. Charolette
Brooks, President

FEBRUARY MEETING: No Meeting.
FEBRUARY 15™: Valentine’s Dinner, 5:30 p.m. Cost is $5.

SERVICE OFFICER, JOHN GARNER: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. Questions call 425-5107.



