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Commander

Hello Fellow Post Members: Although not many members showed up for our November
meeting, we still ended up having an awesome meeting. | want to thank all of those who took the
time to be there and to contribute to the conversation/dialog. It's understandable that many members
couldn’t show up due to the increased threat of COVID infections; however | encourage those that
can to please continue to attend our meetings. | think communication is key and these meetings are
the most effective means to accomplish that and let our members know what’s occurring and
planned. In addition, fellowship with other Veterans is a force multiplier, and we all need that during
these trying time.

Although we were unable to celebrate Veterans Day and Thanksgiving as we “normally” do,
we were still able to celebrate in other ways. We sent cards and money to all the Veterans in Pulaski
County nursing and assisted living homes. The staff at those locations handed them out to their
Veteran populations for us. We will do the same for Christmas- sending gifts, cards and checks to
our Veterans in those homes and facilities. | want to thank all who helped with this, but especially our
Lady’s Auxiliary. In many ways, they have proven to be the most selfless and courageous of us
during this pandemic and I’'m grateful for their dedication. The Honor Guard has been forced to curtail
funeral honors once again, but they are on track to start performing these absolutely critical services
for our Veteran population in the next few weeks as the State allows it.

As many of you know, last week we received word to close down our Post for three weeks due
to COVID spikes and orders by the Governor’s office. We have done so and are planning to reopen
after midnight 13 December. Therefore, we will be open once again on the 14™, just in time for our
scheduled monthly meeting. I’'m looking forward to seeing you as this will be our final meeting of the
calendar year and the final meeting before we take our customary winter break through January and
February. | highly encourage you all to attend and be part of this great team we have.

As | reflect on what's occurred this year, |1 cannot help but think about my first experiences
going into the military and meeting my drill sergeants for the first time. It was a shock to the system
as | can still remember a steely-eyed Drill Sergeant putting me through the physical pain of push-ups,
“Paris Island” mountain climbers, gorilla stomps, leg lifts/flutters and gig-pit grass drills; and the utter
frustration of being powerless on the receiving end of verbal and physical abuse highlighted by the
paradox, “one must lose freedom to gain freedom”...In other words, much like the song, “You don’t
know what you got ‘il it's gone.” Although we have lost some freedoms with this pandemic, it also



reminds me of how great we are as a society as we put up with this, knowing we will one day get
those freedoms back that we’ve taken for granted. We are a blessed, great and resilient Nation -
especially our Veterans who have experienced the loss of freedom to regain it, which has made us
that way. | encourage you to not lose your resiliency and keep teaching our young by being the
example that many in our community are looking towards.

December is the last month of the calendar year, and | ask those that have not yet renewed
their 2021 membership with the Post and the American Legion to come to the Post to do so before
January. Now more than ever, it is important for us to maintain and even grow our membership rolls
as our normal sources of funding have dwindled this year. In January we will be scrubbing our
membership and mailing list to assure that our newsletters are getting out to the right people. The
newsletters will continue to be included on our website http://www.legion38ky.org Please continue to
review this site and let us know what we can do to improve it and to improve communication.

| wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and hope you all get a chance to
spend the holidays with family and those you love. Thank you for your support and for your service.
I’'m honored to be a Veteran affiliated with you, and looking forward to seeing you at our meeting on
December 14™. Respectfully, Mike Bouchard, Post Commander

Auxiliary

| hope everyone had a wonderful and safe Thanksgiving. Thank you to all of the volunteers
that filled out Veterans Day and Christmas cards for veterans in nursing homes. Even though we
can't visit them during this holiday season, I'm sure a kind word means a lot. The auxiliary went in
with the Legion and the Son's on making sure each veteran in the nursing homes got $50 each put on
their account. | really can't count the years I've been involved with visiting the veterans, but | can tell
you that they really appreciate the visits and the money. Some have told me they use that money to
buy their family something for Christmas that they wouldn't get to do without our donation. So,
anytime you have a chance to help with funds with the auxiliary, Legion or the Son's for Christmas for
veterans, just remember how much they appreciate it and that makes it all worthwhile. | hope
everyone gets to enjoy this glorious season. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Charolette
Brooks, President

S.A.L.

First and foremost, | hope you and your loved ones find yourselves healthy and safe during
this pandemic. It is a time of uncertainty for all of us. With the holidays here it makes it even harder
when we are missing our soldiers and families. Thank you for all your sacrifices you make for us and
our great nation. Wally Wallace, 606-307-6400, S.A.L. Commander

DECEMBER MEETING: December 14". Exec. Board begins at 6:00 p.m. with regular
meeting following at 7:00 p.m.

SERVICE OFFICER, JOHN GARNER: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. Questions call 425-5107.
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