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Commander

Hello Fellow Post Members: | trust you're all still doing well and adhering to the social
distancing guidelines mandated by the President, Governor and County Executive. | believe you all
know that we will remain closed for the foreseeable future. We will not be holding our monthly
meeting In April and possibly in May. Due to not being able to meet, we will delay our leadership
nomination process and elections and pick up these requirements once we are able to meet again.
Please review our website (http://www.legion38ky.org) and Facebook page (American Legion Post
38, Somerset, KY) for updated information as it comes available.

This is a challenging time for our country as many now are making sacrifices for the good of
our neighbors, family and country in general. This pandemic will not last forever and will too end;
hopefully within weeks and not months. Buddy checks are even more important now than before.
With the “self-quarantine” effort going on now there are lots of us that are more isolated than ever
before. There’s no going to the Post for dinner, no meetings, no social activities, so let’'s start using
the phones, mail and texting more to keep up with our members and other Veterans and family. John
Garner has been helping a veteran that is homebound. Let’s all reach out to those in need.

If you are having a hard time and need assistance, please call us and we’ll do what we can to
assist. Our Adjutant, Roy Messenger can be reached at 606-416-6991; Tony Brooks, the Finance
Officer can be reached at 606-305-7342; and | can be reached at 540-602-8229. If we can’t help you,
we will do what we can to find someone who can. As further information, the Legion’s Kentucky
Department of Children and Youth continues to process Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) and
will remain up and running for Veterans (Legionnaires) in need with minor children in the household.
These applications can be completed by our Service Office, John Garner and will be approved
through the Kentucky Department for processing with National HQs.

Although the Post is closed down during this pandemic, we still have some members that have
come in to clean/disinfect and to start prepping the work for our memorial wall to be built as soon as
practicable. Thank you very much to Tony Brooks and Joe Bill for their dedication and hard work.

The following are additional articles | think are important and want to share with you. To make
it easier to review, these articles are all hyperlinked on the newsletter on our Website:

e Got a fever, cold, cough or flu-like symptoms? Are you worried that you have a viral illness?

The last thing you want to do is get out of the house to see the doctor, exposing yourself
(and others) to more potential bugs and viruses. The VA can make it easier and safer to get



http://www.legion38ky.org/

back to health with virtual care through My HealtheVet and the VA Video Connect app on
your smartphone, tablet or computer. CALL BEFORE YOU GO to the clinic. More info is
available at https://tinyurl.com/Call-Before-You-Go.

e For the VA Carona Virus Update page, go online to https://go.usa.gov/xdMYt.

e President Trump signed into law S. 3503, March 21, which will enable the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) to continue providing the same level of education benefits to students
having to take courses online due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak — see more at
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5403.

e The VA Suicide Risk Management Consultation Program (SRM) provides one free hour of
consultation services for community or VA providers who work with Veterans at risk for
suicide (https://tinyurl.com/VA-Supports-Providers).

e The VA Appeals Management Office has significantly reduced its disability compensation
claims appeals backlog as part of the department's long-term legacy resolution plan
(https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5385).

e VA strengthens care and benefits for Veterans with $243 billion budget request for fiscal
year 2021. Find out more at https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5393.

e VA life insurance programs eligibility criteria, terms, and applications can be seen at
https://tinyurl.com/VA-Life-Ins.

e Stress resources you can use right now our outlined at https://tinyurl.com/Veterans-and-
Stress

e Under TRICARE, you and your family have 24/7 access to a nurse for minor, non-
emergency help. See more about it at http://tinyurl.com/TRICARE-Nurse-Line.

e Article | Section Il of the Constitution directs a census be conducted every 10 years to
determine representation in Congress. The US Census Bureau wants to hire Veterans for
temporary census jobs. If you know others who are looking for work, please spread the
word. Apply to work as a census taker at https://2020census.gov/en/jobs.html.

| hope you all remain safe and healthy during this challenging time. I'm looking forward to

seeing you as soon as the social distancing order is over (hopefully before our May meeting). May
God continue to protect and Bless you and your families. Respectfully, Mike Bouchard, Post
Commander

2" VVice Commander

We will not be having any functions or dinners at the Post until further notice. Stay home and
remain safe and healthy. Joe Bill, 2" Vice Commander

Adjutant

| would like for everyone to stay safe and check on one another. Until we see each other
again, May God Bless You All. Roy Messenger, Adjutant 606-678-9808

Auxiliary
In these trying times, | hope everyone is healthy. Please take care of yourself and your loved
ones. Whenever we get back together, the auxiliary will be voting on the 2020 elections. Until
then, stay safe! God bless you all! Charolette Brooks, President


https://tinyurl.com/Call-Before-You-Go
https://go.usa.gov/xdMYt
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5403
https://tinyurl.com/VA-Supports-Providers
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5385
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5393
https://tinyurl.com/VA-Life-Ins
https://tinyurl.com/Veterans-and-Stress
https://tinyurl.com/Veterans-and-Stress
http://tinyurl.com/TRICARE-Nurse-Line
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs.html

APRIL MEETING: No Meeting.

SERVICE OFFICER, JOHN GARNER: Questions call 606-425-5107.



